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R E3 M A R K S 

Incluaea With ttiia response (by US Post Office mail) is a 
specimen of the present claimed invention. This specimen is 
being provided for the courteey of the Examiner and supplement 
the comments here inbe low. 

The specification has been amended for purposes of clarity to 
correct an error in translation of the oricfinal PCT application. 
It is respectfully submitted that this amendment adds no new 
matter to the application and serves only to clarify the present 
invention . 

Claim 23 has been formally amended strictly for purposes of 
clarifying the claim. It is respectfully submitted that no new 
Issues are raised by these amendments. However, should the 
Examiner feel that these amendments raise new issues, Applicant 
will make amendments the Examiner deems necessary to remove any 
new issues that the Examiner considers are raised by the 
amendments to the claim. 

Claim 23 was rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as anticipated by welch 
4,763/114 for the reasons stated in the office Action. 

The present claimed invention recites a door internal element (3) 
for motor vehicle doors (1) arranged between a door outer side 
and an inner lining (7) . The door internal element (3) includes 
two solid boundary layers (S2) and a foamed, porous central layer 
(54) formed between the two solid boundary layers- A sealing 
body is part of the door Internal element and disposed at an edge 
of the two solid boundary layers. 

I 
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As is clearly seen from tHe encloseci specimen of tne present 
invention. Two plastic boundary layers are provided with a foam 
positioned therebetween- A sealing toody extends around tH© edges 
of the two boundary layers sealing the boundary layers together. 

Contrary to the assertions of the Examiner, Welsh neither 
discloses nor suggests "injected foam material" as in the present 
claimed invention, Welsh only discloses "moulded foam" (see for 
example column 3, line 8) . 

Further, welsh neither discloses nor suggests the sealing body of 
the present claimed invention. Welsh neither discloses nor 
suggests the sealing body as part of the internal door element 
and disposed at an edge thereof as in the present claimed 
invention. 

The Examiner states, that the injection foaming concerns only the 
manner in which the element is produced and it is therefore not a 
basis for patentability in a apparatus claim. However, this 
means inherently, that it is an integral part having the cross 
section with two solid boxmdary layers and a foamed, porous 
central layer which, (as previously explained in the response to 
the first office action) , is not the case with Welsh. 

in response to the first Office Action, it was stated that the 
door construction according to Welch (US 4,783,114) refers to a 
panel 14 and a panel 2 8 (" trim panel ") , between which panels in a 
usual manner the foam 2 6 is situated. Column 2, linos 19 to 23, 
in Welch, shows the trim panel 2 8 overlies the foam (energy 
absorbing member 26) . Further, there is stated in column 3, 
lines 8 to 11, that the energy absorbing member 8 0 maybe moulded 
in situ in the support panel 74. This means, that there is first 
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the support panel 74 an<a only tlien 1b the foam mou.lded - in situ 
- tner-eon. Welch neither discloaea or suggests an integrally 
produced door internal element as in the present claimed 
invention. Moreover, such integrally produced element of the 
present claimed invention has in a cross section two solid 
boundary layers and a foamed porous central layer, unlike the 
construction of Welch. 

Furthermore, claim 2 3 has heen amended to recite the foam 
injected layer in a more positive manner and thus is a basis for 
patentability of the present claimed invention. 

in view of the above remarks it is respectfully submitted that 
the present claimed invention is not anticipated by Welsh, xt is 
further respectfully submitted that this rejection is satisfied 
and should be withdrawn. 

Claims 24-37 and 39-44 were rejected under 35 use 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Welch 4,783,114 in view of Kidd 4,848,829 on 
the grounds set forth in the Office Action. 

Kldd was cited to disclose elements, such as cables "to be 
moulded into the foamed element of the door" , The Examiner is of 
the opinion, that this is the same as an element "being moulded 
into the foam material". However, Kidd neither discloses nor 
suggests something described as "to be moulded into the foamed 
element". Furthermore, Kidd neither discloses nor suggests the 
sealing body as part of the Internal door element and disposed at 
an edge thereof as in the present claimed invention. 

In view of the above remarks, it is respectfully sxabmitted that 
Kidd adds nothing when taken alone or in combination with Welsh 
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that wouXd. nia}CQ the present claimed Ixivention 'unpatental;>le . Xt 
is further respectfully sutimlttea that this rejection Is 
satlsfieol and should he withdrawn. 



In the event there are further i^^iues remaining in any respect 
the Examiner is respectfully requested to telephone attom.ey to 
reach agreement to expedite issuance of this application. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes mad.e to the 
claims Ixy the current aimond,Tnent . The attached, pages are 
captioned "Version with marlcincrs to show chancres made** . 



Since the present claims set forth the present invention 
patentahly and. distinctly, and are not taught hy the cited art 
either taken alone or in combination, this amend.ment is believed 
to place this case in condition for allowance and. the Examiner Is 
respectfully requested, to reconsider the matter, enter this 
amendment, and to allow all of the claims in this case. 



Re spec t f ul l^\|submi 1 1 ed 
Bduard Br{\c} 



by : 



MARTIN A. FARBER 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registered Representative 
Registration No:. 22,345 



I hereby certify that the accompanying Amendment XJpon Final 
Rejection is belM. facsimile transmitted to the Patent u 
Trademark Of f ice RUi August 23, 2002, 



signed by Martin J aA. Farber 

Dated: August 23, 20 02 

866 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10 017 
(212) 758-2878 



-10- 



Received from < 2127582913 > at 8/23/02 4:51:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



i 



SENT BY:xerox Telecopier 7021 . 8-23-02 ; 4:40PM ; 2127582913-^ USPTO;#n 



USA National Stage Patent Application 

PCT/EP99/00750 filed February S, 1999 

Eduard Br^clc 

Serial No.: 09/601, B46 

Piled: September 19, 2000 

INTERNAL ELEMENT FOR A DOOR 

Examiner Curtis Cohen 

Group art \mit ; 3634 

VERBION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHAarqgS MAPg 

TKT THE fiPBCIPICATION 

Please replace tbe paragraph beginning on page 14, line 3 6 witb 
tlie following paragraph; 

The sandwich- lilce structure of the [apray- foamed] Inject- 
f oamed element 3 is baaed on planes of different densities, which 
in concrete terms means that the density of the door internal 
element 3 over a cross section in the immediate vicinity of an 
unf oamed boundary layer 52 is between 0.7 and 1.4 g/cm' . 
Boundary layer 5 2 means the regions taken up by the wide faces of 
the component and not the end face, which is referred to in the 
text above by 15, although this itself is also closed there by an 
extension of the boundary layer 52. This end layer, that is to 
say the peripheral hinterland o£ the end face 15, is denoted by 
the reference numeral 53 . The density of the core of the door 
internal element 3 which is enclosed by the two solid boundary 
layers 52 and the encircling end layer 53, which core in the 
present case is in the form of a foamed porous central layer 54, 
by contrast is from 0.1 to 0-6 g/cm^. 
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IN THE CLAT»fra 



Please amencl claim 23 as follows: 



23. (twice amencaed) A door internal 
element (3) for motor vehicle doors (1), to be arranged between a 
door outer side and an inner lining (7) , wlierein the door 
internal element (3) [is produced by foam injection, and with 
respect to a cross section of the door internal element has] 
includes two solid boundary layers (52) and a [foamed] foam 
inleatfiii, porous central layer (54) formed betweg^n t he two solid 
boundary laverg whereby a sealing body is part of the door 
internal [door] element and disposed at an edge thereof. 
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